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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims are set forth below. Cancelled and withdrawn claims are 
indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed below show added text with 
underlining and deleted text with str i k e th rough . The status of each claim is indicated with one of 
(original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #), (previously reinstated), (re-presented - 
formerly dependent claim #) or, (previously re-presented). 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 



1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of displaying messages with a chat client in 
. an information exchange system for transmitting and receiving the messages, the chat client 

C Y transmitting and receiving the messages through at least two chat networks, comprising: 
designating, with the client, at least one of the two chat networks as an active chat 
network for receiving messages transmitted by the client; 

obtaining, with the client, the messages, at least some of which are transmitted to or 
received from a first of the at least two chat networks, and at least some of which are transmitted 
to or received from a second of the at least two chat networks; 
and 

displaying, with the client, the obtained messages in a first discrete display area 
independent of a message display area of each of the plurality of chat networks . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information exchange system in which user 
terminals are configured for connection to a plurality of chat networks to transmit and receive 
messages through the plurality of chat networks, the user terminals having a message display 
area displaying messages transmitted and received to/from each of the plurality of chat 
networks, comprising: 

designation means designating at least one chat network of the plurality of chat networks 
as an active chat network for receiving messages transmitted by a user terminal; 

message acquiring means of the user terminal for acquiring messages transmitted and 
received to/from each of the plurality of chat networks; 
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and 

message displaying means of the user terminal for displaying, the acquired messages in 
a discrete display area independent of the-a_message display area of each of the plurality of chat 
networks. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information exchange system according to claim 
2. further comprising i n wh i ch usor torm i na l s ar e configur e d for connoot i on to a p l ura li ty of chat 
n e tworks to transm i t and r e c ei v e m e ssag e s through tho p l ura l ity of chat n e tworks, th e us e r 
torm i na l s hav i ng a m e ssag e d i sp l ay ar e a disp l ay i ng messag e s transm i tt e d and r e c ei ved to/from 
e ach of th e p l ura li ty of chat networks, compr i s i ng: 

des i gnation means d e signat i ng at le ast on e chat n e twork of tho p l ura li ty of chat n e tworks 
as an act i ve chat network for r e c ei v i ng m e s s ag e s transmitt e d by a us e r t e rm i na l ; 

m e ssag e acqu i r i ng m e ans of the us e r t e rmina l for acquiring m e ssag e s transm i tt e d and 
r e c ei v e d to/from each of th e p l ura l ity of chat n e tworks; 

m e ssag e d i sp l ay i ng moans of tho us e r t e rm i na l for disp l ay i ng, tho acqu i red messag e s i n 
a d i scr e t e d i sp l ay ar e a i nd e p e nd e nt of th e m e ssage d i sp l ay area of e ach of th e p l ura l ity of chat 
n e twork s ; and 

message transmission cooperating means of the client for transmitting one of the 
messages, when the message displayed by said message displaying means is identified for 
message transmission, to one of the chat networks in the plurality of chat networks to which said 
identified message is transmitted. 

4-12. CANCELLED. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method, comprising: 

obtaining a plurality of messages to be transmitted or received by a chat client over at 
least two chat networks to which the chat client is connected; 
concentrating the obtained messages; and 

independently displaying the concentrated messages together in a discrete display area 
i n a t i m e sor i os bas i s . 
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14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable storage controlling a computer 

by, 

obtaining a plurality of messages to be transmitted or received by a chat client over at 
least two chat networks to which the chat client is connected; 
concentrating the obtained messages; and 

independently displaying the concentrated messages together in a discrete display area 
i n a tim e s e r ie s bas i s . 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus, comprising: 

a communication unit obtaining a plurality of messages to be transmitted or received over 
at least one of a plurality of designated chat networks; 

a processing unit concentrating the obtained messages; and 

a display unit independently displaying the concentrated messages together in a discrete 
display area in a t i me s e r ie s bas i s . 

16. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
displaying comprises displaying messages of both chat networks in the discrete display area 
independent of another display area for displaying messages of only one of the chat networks. 

17. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
discrete display area is separate from another display area that is dedicated to the active chat 
network. 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method of displaying messages in a chat client, 
comprising: 

connecting the chat client to a first chat channel of a first chat network; 
connecting the chat client to a second chat channel of a second chat network; and 
displaying in a discrete display area of the client, messages received by the chat client 
from the first and second chat channels. 
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19. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method according to claim 18, further 
comprising using the client to display, in a chat display area dedicated to displaying messages of 
an active chat channel, the messages received from the first chat channel, where the active chat 
channel is the first chat channel. 

20. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method according to claim 1 9, further 
comprising: 

setting the first chat channel as the active chat channel by interactively selecting a 
message of the first chat channel that is displayed in the discrete display area. 

21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of display i ng chat m e ssag e s according to 
claim 18 , further comprising changing a chat c lie nt's current active chat network of the chat client 
from a- the first chat network to a - the second chat network in response to and based on 
interactively selecting a previously displayed chat message of the second chat network. 

22. (WITHDRAWN) A chat client simultaneously connecting to at least two distinct 
and autonomous chat networks, comprising: 

a first message display area capable of displaying only chat messages of a first of the 
chat networks; 

a second message display area capable of displaying only messages of a second of the 
chat networks; and 

a third message display area simultaneously displaying some messages of the first chat 
network and some messages of the second chat network, where the client responds to 
interactively selecting the first chat network by displaying or making active the first message 
display area. 

23. (NEW) A method according to claim 13, wherein the displaying is done in a time 
series basis. 

24. (NEW) A computer readable storage according to claim 14, wherein the 
displaying is done in a time series basis. 
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25. (NEW) An apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the displaying is done in a 
time series basis. 
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